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SUBJ: PORTUGAL'S APPLICATION POR EC MEMBERSHIP 

1 . ECON COUNSELOR MET EVENING OP MARCH 3 WITH KEY GOP 
OPFICIAL TO DISCUSS PORTUGAL'S CAMPAIGN TO JOIN THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY. LATTER ASSERTED THAT GOP IS GENUINELY PLEASED BY 
RESULTS OP RECENT SOARES VISIT TO SEVERAL EC CAPITALS. 

PORTUGUESE WERE SURPRISED BY UNEXPECTED WARMTH OP RECEPTION 
IN IRELAND AND ITALY. THEY RECOGNIZE THAT THOSE CORDIAL 
RECEPTIONS MASKED SOME UNDERLYING OPPOSITION, SUCH AS THAT 
OP ITALIAN AGRICULTURAL MINISTER, AND SOME DESIRES TO GAIN 
COMMERCIAL ADVANTAGE PROM PORTUGAL'S MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION, 
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E.G. PRENCH EFPORTS TO TRADE ITS SUPPORT POR INSTALLATION 
OP PRENCH COLOR TV SYSTEM AND PRENCH AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 
IN PORTUGAL. GOP OPFICIALS BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT EC 
MEMBERS WILL EVENTUALLY TAKE POSITIVE POLITICAL DECISION 
THAT WILL, TO A LARGE EXTENT, OVERRIDE THESE COMMER- 
CIAL CONCERNS. 
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2. GOP, THE PORTUGUESE OEEICIAL CLAIMED, ANTICIPATES 
THAT GAINING LULL EC MEMBERSHIP WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE 
ELEVEN YEARS. SOARES PLANS TO PRESENT EORMAL MEMBER- 
SHIP APPLICATION IN LATE MARCH. HE EXPECTS EC TO 
RESPOND IN EARLY 1978 BY DECIDING TO OPEN NEGOTIATIONS 
EOR PORTUGUESE ACCESSION. THAT DECISION WILL APPARENTLY 
SATISFY SOARES' DOMESTIC POLITICAL NEEDS. GOP ANTICI- 
PATES THAT NEGOTIATIONS WOULD LAST APPROXIMATELY LIVE 
YEARS, DURING WHICH TIME PORTUGAL WOULD BEGIN HARMONIZING 
ITS INSNUTIORIE#PROCEDURES WITH THOSE OE THE EC. 

UPON CONCLUSION OE THE LIVE- YEAR NEGOTIATING PERIOD, 
PORTUGAL WOULD EXPECT TO BECOME A LULL MEMBER, 

BUT WOULD, FOLLOWING BRITISH EXAMPLE, HAVE AN ADDITIONAL 
EIVE YEARS EOR TRANSITION TO EULL RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND OBLIGATIONS OE EC MEMBERSHIP. 

CARLUCCI 

NOTE: # AS RECEIVED. 
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